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41st ANNUAL WORLDFEST FILM FESTIVAL 
IN APRIL 2008 TO SHOWCASE FILMS 
FOR KIDS AND FAMILIES 
HOUSTON, Texas (April 3, 2008) The 41st Annual WorldFest Houston Film Festival scheduled for April 11-20, 2008, showcases KidsFest each year. KidsFest 2008 features nine, new independently-made children’s films and documentaries that families can enjoy.
“KidsFest films is a great opportunity for Houston area families to enjoy entertainment from other parts of the world as well as great family films outside of the Hollywood fare,” said WorldFest manager Kathleen Haney. “This year we have two great family friendly documentaries that are also offered at the 5:00 p.m. section.”
Please visit www.worldfest.org for updates and trailers of additional WorldFest films to be announced soon.

Children’s Films
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Mahek which was filmed in India, details the fantasy and magical world of children through the imaginative eyes of an 11-year-old Indian girl who desires to be the first woman president in India. 
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Film Camp was shot on location in Connecticut. This light-hearted comedy portrays a group of wanabee filmmakers and their summer camp mishaps to finally  achieve their goals and dreams.  The director will attend and answer your question as to how they made their film after the screening.
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LABOU is a tale of 3 unlikely young friends who set out on a journey to find the dreaded Ghost of Captain LaRouge, whose treasure-laden ship was lost in the Louisiana bayou over two hundred years ago.  What they find is an adventure beyond their wildest imaginations, and the magical swamp creature Labou, whose whistles are rumored to be the original inspiration for jazz.
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SLAM This coming-of-age tale is set in Beijing, China where playing basketball is the phenomena and young Monkey and his friends are on the verge of winning their high school championship against many challenges

	Flight of the Navigator is about 12 year old, David Freeman, who in this sci-fi adventure film becomes able to travel the universe and navigate anywhere he pleases. The Randal Kleiser classic from 1986.
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Family-friendly documentaries
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Four Wings and a Prayer, filmed in Canada, is an inspiring and expansive tale of death and rebirth, culminating in March when the Monarch butterflies start their journey into metamorphoses. Shot in stunning high definition, children of all ages will be able to enjoy this excellent cinematography.
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Saving Luna, filmed in Canada, depicts the journey of young Orca whale who gets separated from its family-pod and finds itself in remote Canadian fjord.  His eagerness to find friends even if they are humans causes a series of experiences where the measure of true friendship is tested among boaters, natives, scientists and conservationists.




Pricing and Schedule starting on Friday April 11 through Sunday April 20
	FILM
	DATE
	RECOMMENDED AGE

	Four Wings and a Prayer
	Sat April 12 at 5 p.m.
	All ages

	Saving Luna
	Sat April 12 at 5 p.m.
	Five and up

	Mahek
	Wed April 16 at 5 p.m.
	Ten and up

	(repeats)
	Fri April 18 at 5 p.m.
	

	Film Camp
	Sun. April 12 at 5:00 p.m.
	Eight and up

	Labou
	Sat. April 19 at 5:00pm
	Six and up

	(repeats)
	Sun. April 20 at 5:00pm
	

	Slam

	Mon, April 14th at 5:00pm
	Twelve and up

	(repeats)
	Thurs, April 17th at 5:00pm
	

	Flight of the Navigator               
	Sat, 4/12 at 5:00p.m.
	

	(repeat)                                   
	Sunday, 4/13 @ 5:00p.m.
	


Tickets  for children’s films and family-friendly documentaries are $6.00 per person. Children two and under are admitted free. Special group rates are available for 10 or more.  All tickets may be purchased online at www.worldfest.org or at the box-office at AMC Studio 30 Theater on Dunvale.
More About WorldFest
WorldFest is international, competitive and encourages participation by filmmakers from all over the world. WorldFest was founded by Hunter Todd in August 1961 as Cinema Arts, an international film society that screened independent, foreign, and art films. In April of 1968 Cinema Arts evolved into an officially competitive International Film Festival and has been in continuous operation since. WorldFest is one of the three original film festivals in North America, after San Francisco and New York. 
Through its four decades of history, WorldFest has personally honored many great luminaries of the film world.  Past honorees of the WorldFest Lifetime Achievement Award who have attended the festival to personally accept their award include Catherine Deneuve, Kirk Douglas, Elizabeth Taylor, Rod Steiger, Cliff Robertson, Anthony Quinn, Samuel Bronston, Chuck Jones (the father of Bugs Bunny), Alan Alda, Jack Palance, Ginger Rogers, Liv Ullman, Charles Durning, and this year WorldFest will honor Bruce Dern (Academy Award winner for Coming Home).
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WorldFest also paved a pathway for the Chicago, Cleveland, Seattle, Sundance, Toronto, Tribeca and South by Southwest (SXSW) film festivals. Currently, there are more than 1,000 American film festivals of various types, levels and quality, most of them being simply non-competitive screening events. 
WorldFest is managed by Todd and Kathleen Haney, who has worked with the festival since 1983. WorldFest is delighted to have a core staff of key individuals plus a special team of dedicated volunteers and enthusiastic interns who support and make the detailed work of running a world-class international film festival possible. WorldFest Houston is a non-profit organization with a 501 (c) 3 status. 

For more information about WorldFest, its annual competition, and past winners, visit www.worldfest.org.

MEDIA CONTACTS:

Sabrina Dreyer, 281/217-0242, sabrina@penninoandpartners.com 
Kathleen Haney, 713/965-9955, Kathleen@worldfest.org
Laura Pennino, 281/286-9398 or mobile 713/419-1776, lp@penninoandpartners.com
###
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